The Royal South Australian Society of Arts organised an Artists' Week in July 1924 which was
managed by Frederick Preece and his son John. Artists from all over Australia participated, including
Norman who sent etchings, pen drawings and watercolours. A week before the opening, news broke
that the seven-member committee of the Royal South Australian Society of Arts had banned three of
Norman's etchings - The Festival was one of them. They also refused permission for Preece to hang
them. The committee rejected the etchings on the grounds that they would 'debase rather than uplift art'.
They Sydney artists threatened to withdraw their works in support of Norman. Norman decided to
withdraw all his pictures from the exhibition but arranged with Preece to hold a solo exhibition at
Preece's Gallery during Artist's Week. The exhibition comprised of 17 etchings (including the three
banned ones), 6 pen drawings and 10 watercolours. People were encouraged to go to both exhibitions
defying the taste of the selection committee. Crowds flocked to both exhibitions, but more came to
Norman's than the official one.



