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1s mont significant. During the last twenty
CURRENT LITERATURE. years bia Influence upon Furapean thought has
— been enormous. (From George Robertson.)

A LIFE OF FRIEDRICH NIETESCHE.

Dr. M. A. Muggo, i "Friodrich Nistmschs,
His Life and Work," has produced the first rea-
RoLably complote account In English of the
phllosopher of the new reoalssance. It von-
taina the first detailed blography, ihe 6Arsl
vhronologleal skeich of all Nietzache's works,
the fullest bibllography, mnd the sanest A=
preclation. It i cesential to an undersiand-
ing of Nicigsche 10 roalise Lhe conmeribon he-
Lween his life and worke Probably in the
case of few writern are the formative (eeisrs
more clearly developed—hue they Bave to be
loalced far. Xictesche, fop inmtance, wes srill
a schoolboy when he wrote o Latin PRELY ©H
o phrase of Theognis, which equates arle-
tocraey and virtue, slavery and viow; while all
the long years he devoled subseguently Lo
rlassical philology were the fopd  time of
what In fundumentnlly Greck In the Nisiz-
schean philosophy—which means the larger
part of it. It was hero he jsarned (o play
with the sublle wspeculation of “Wrernal
Recurrence.” nnd 1t was brre thal Be learned
i glve back Lo the word “virtge" Its olagaic
mignideauce. 11 was the new Oermany with
o apothenele of govornmeotalism tha) dreve
him to the esiremo ef anarchion] (sdividual-
l#m, nnd we may probably leok to his heredity
for the furmuls of bin mental snd emotional
Aigequilibriiom, which, with ali reppect to the
Iearoed muthor, we cannel regard un o sudden
corobral Jupse In 1HBE.  Unfortunntely the
date for o diecudsion of Nietzsche's iliness
bave not yrt been made publle: but lmersal
rYidence i enough to convines us that what-
{ever disoguilibriuvm was developing there was
a0 actual insanity before Lhe year named.
There Is the turther dificulty in deallng with
Nietasche, that Be I8 the least eystematic of
phllomophers—at monl he ran ooly be said
to adumbrate w system that 15 o be—and his
¥igw-polol chaoges immansely, thooagh in &
certaln well-dofined chromologicnl wequsnce.
AS a Lhinker he beginos ms & peasimisile
ldealier, strongly Influspneed by Echo-
penhauer and Wagner. Later he digcards
this dimelpleship, snd enters oo o path
wiioh the Time-Epirit rather than Niotzache
himes!f was carviog into futerity.  In this
period he was preccouples with the problem
of Lhe origin of morals, und wa wer vk FEing
it two Ffundamentul concepis of e as m
basis for morality, rather than morality os
4 gulde-book to fe, and of the Buperman
s the ideal obstract of rocinl eMelency. In
ble third period (to which “Thos Bpake Zars-
thustra” belongs) ratlonslistle  mscoticism
Elipa Into the background, and we hear more
nod maore af Inatinct, the “'Will to Powor™ as
the guldlag priociples of eonduct, but over-
woighted by the attempt st n new synlhesms
ke driftm Ints a eort of ethical nibliism, The
prement book s partioolarly waluable |m that
It sums up very falrly the many critieal csti-
males of Nistemche.© Himaelf & wriler ex-
closively in eplgram and sphoriem, be has
tompted meny to sum him up in & paradox.
But of himsell he mid: A prelude am T to
batter players.” and It (s ns prelode that he
is mont significant. During the last Lwenty
years hia Influence uson Furooesn thausht has
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