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THE CRIMINAL TRAMP.

Tho qnestion of the tramp is ono of increasing

nnd urgent importance iu rural England (says

tho " Spectator,'-) and it has risen to the pro-

portions of a great problem in some of tho

American States, as the Now York comic j'ournala

abundantly testify. Our highways and byroads

aro
continually echoing to tho Bteady tramp,

tramp of a growing class of a most uudcsirablo,

often extremely vicious, type. The tramp is

poniotimes a docont porson who, for somo reason

or other, cannot got work, though ho is

honestly desirous of it, but in a

much larger number of cases he is a

vagabond puro and eimplo, who would not work

under any circumstances so long us ho could de-

mand or porsnado tho weak or tho easy-going to

furnish him with tho means of living. In many

cases the hnbit of vagabondage is united with

criminal .¿tincts, moro or less dovolopod, somo

tramps being persons whi havo already dono thoir

" timo
" in prison, othera being persona who

aro obviously on tho way
tliilhcr, and

whoao crimiual dispositions aro fosterod

by tho tramp
life. Not a few lonely cottages

dread tho advent o£ tlio tramp, who may proceed

to help himsolf if (ho inmates do not help him,

thus constituting himself nu additional burden on

tho honeBt poor. In America tho tramps havo

becomo so important a part jf tho community

that thoy liavo their annual congress, when tho

business of the past year
ia reviewed, and tho

plan of campaign for the onsuing year
is fully

discussed. Mr. M'Cook, who has studied

the American tramp at first hand with much

o«o and great insight, has told us, as tho result of

his investigations, that tho calling of a tramp is

ono
deliberately taken up, as ono might adopt

tho calling of a grocer or « teaoher. Tho real

avorage tramp ia not, nocordiug to Mr. M'Cook,

I

a poor,
ill-used mcehnnio out of employment, but

a kind of half-civilised wild man of tho woods,

with a sort of philosophy of life of his own altin

to that of tlio Rivachols and Cnserios whoso

doods on tho wider stage of tho'great world hnvo

eausod such consternation. He ounnot, or will

not, livo a
civilised, orderly, sottled life, but looks

on society as his fair gamo. Lombroso and others

Df tho Italian school of oriminology have hinted

that such men aro simply keeping alivo in tho

civilised world of to-day tho barbarian instincta

of earlier ages-i.e., that thoy aro not eomuch

criminals ns
" survivals ; " and ono or two

anarchist ayuipathisors havo oven suggested that

tramps of this class form a needful correctivo to

nn
ovor-oiviliflod and too highly olaboratod society.

How mon who will not do any work, who produco

nothing, who consume savugoly and greedily

what tho labour of others has produoed, whoso

. instincts call up tho savagery from which tho raco

as a whole is painfully emerging, can be said to

bo useful in any sense is a puzzlo too ridiculous to

call for serious treatment. It is part of a merely

(csthotio viow of lifo which ignores tho dirt and

lazzaroni because thoy

aro
" picturcsquo

" and look well iu a tikctob.

Serious mon, whatever may bo their theory ns

to tho origin of tho world, hold with Aristotle that

man is a
" social animal," and that tbo wholo

prooess of things is inevitably carrying him out of

tho state of savagely into that of responsibility

and ordered life. Our half-sinrjcro disoiples of

tho newly taught gospel according to

Nietzsche may prate as they like about

tho " return to Nature," und tho strong,

vigorous primal man
" living his own Iifo."

it too much is at

vigorous primal man
" living own

But society will not permit it ; too much is at

stake Wo do not want to BOO snoioty reduced

to a mero automatic machinery whero volition

and genius and individual character aro all sub-

ordinated to collectivo wisdom (or folly), and

whero every man is oxpected, on a wholly falso

theory of pure, undiluted altruism, to sacrifice

bimsolf ns a willing victim on tho altar of a

desiccated public " food." Bat neither

can wo afford to permit wandering

?vagabonds and losfor« to shirk their

social tasks, to levy blackmail on tlio iiidtis
I

trious, to refuBo to adjust their individual

passions to tho social environment. If snch tocio!

déclasses commit murder, wo roust hang thom ;

if they break in and steal, we must givo them

hard labour ; and if they idly tramp about levy-

ing contributions on working people, wo must

forcibly restrain them. Wo must always bo just,

even to tlio woret criminal, but wo must novor

eentimoutaliso over him as do many foolish

women in America, who send flowers and piotnrcs

to tho " interesting
'' mordorer's coll. The com-

munity whioh, as a wholo, refuses to discipline

its rofraotory members is already in n condition of

Such boing tho gcnoral principios of notion with

reference to those who harbour deep-rooted auti

Booial instincts, what is to bo our concreto method

of dealing with that particular anti-sooinl person,
the tramp f Wo mean, of courso, tho real average

tramp, as Mr. M'Cook bus found him in America,

and as an equally pationt and sagacious obssrver

might find him hero-viz., tho habitual tramp and

vagrant. Thero is only ono method

of dooling with Bitch a person

-compulsory detention and compulsory

work. To this tho solo objeotion that eau be

offered ia tho objection of intorfcrenco with

liberty. But is Uborty a moro fetish to bo adored

as though wo woro Congo savages, or a rational

and conditioned idoal ? If liberty is to mean thnt

overy person save a convicted criminal, an infant,

or a lunario is to do exactly ns ho liko«, civil"

society is at an end. Clearly, liberty must bo

conditioned ; it must bo a means to social good, it

cannot bo an end in itself. Thero aro probably

many tons of thousands in London nlono en-

tirely unfit for liberty ; indeed, there are

said to bo soventy thousand tliiovcs " known to

the police," and it is only the merest travesty of

domocracy to demand for BUCII personB absolutely

equal consideration with Mr. Gladstone or tho

Archbishop of Canterbury. Wo gladly concedo

the vital importanco of individual liborty as n

main source of British strength and inlluonco, but

wo havo always hold that liberty is an idoal to

work up to rather than nn absoluto basis to start

from. If tho tramp is a kind of variant of tho

natural man, theu wo must point out that tho

natural man ouj'oys no rational liborty, but is tho
flavo of tho wild forces of Nature ; and ho is as

truly so to-day OB in the days of Neolithio man.

Docs tho trump secure for himsolf food,
pro-

tection, clothing, shelter ? Not ho ; ho secures

theso things, so fur ns ho does enjoy thom, from
tho industry of thoso who havo submitted them-

selves to the social restraints which ho will not

boar. Woro it not for the help given him by tho
Foeioty of whioh ho is the onomy, ho would starve

gives real liberty, nnd it is tbo nominal liberty of

pnracittl hfo winch means very real slavery

Now, wo contend that tho disciplino involved in

eompulsory detention and compulsory work

may havo the effect of converting our sullen, de-

praved, quasi criminal tramp, who neither
enjoys

real liberty nor is fit for it, into ii froo oiti/en,



real liberty nor is fit for it, into ii froo oiti/en,

free because industrious and jseful, and because

under n rest]mut which is not arbitrnry but social,

lontnvod for mnn's good Wo have been a littlo

loo lavish of liberty, a little too foigotful of what
a " noblo thing," as the old poot said, liborty ii,

-a pnzo to bo vv on rnthor than n ohonp pos»cs

»lon to ho trailed in tho dirt by overy drunl on

loafer mid ullo vagabond liicnpablo of social life

Wo would li
iv o tho habitual tramp, then, com

pulsonl7 detained, and compelled, under fnirlj.

lovro ponaltics, to do such work os v as, after

examination of lils capneily, nsBignedhim Wo
think that hero the principio of tho " indetermi

imto feoutenco," ns earned ont ¡it Llmirit, in Now
York State, might bo of value Under that Bcn

tenco discharge is only po«siblo on good conduct
and efiioioncy in work What IB needed is to

break down the v icious ltnbit At first corapulsorv

woik is probably nwful to tho confirmed vagabond,
the moat dreadful punishmenthe could meet with
But OB with children nt school, when it is known
that tho task must be done tho latent enorgies of

tho nature riso to the oocasion A now habit of
lifo is formed, now possibilities aro opened np,
thoro is n break with tho past Tho worl sbonld

not be too exacting, for, as Beitillon nui othors

linvo proved boyonu question, an anmnno and

iliseaaml physique IB frequently, if not univor

Hilly, found in the quiiBi-i nmiuul and loaf cr class
,

hut it Bhonla ho fixed and adhered to

Dbcdionco to law Bbonld roplaco tlio wild
follow mg of lawless desiro as tho first clement in

disciplino To toaoh a man that ho is not to Ino
by sponging on others, to tench lum industrious

habits, to oleándolas body indstrengthen lus weak
character,-thoso sooin tous the moans by whioh
tho habitual trump may bo 1 irgoly, if not wholly,

eliminited fiom sooioty If this IH inconsistent

w ith absolute liberty, wo must decide whether wo

prefer an omptj phrase to positive social good As

regards tho children of tho tramp our course ia clear

rho man who tesohes his child bogging UB a pio
fossion is au onemy to tho futuro of the olnld,

nnd has forfeited moral claim ovor it just as truly

a» those positively cruel parents whom our law

has already dopnvod of tho guardianship of thoir

offspung On this point a procodont lins been eot

wlnoh no worslnppot of liberty would vv IBII to neo

abolished Dons of cruoltj called in irony
" homes "

have been broken into, and children's

claims to humanity conceded by law Have wo

,no duty to tho miserable child of tho draggle

tailed loafer, compollecl 'to wander about on tho

highroad, to associât« with thioves, to grow up a

pest to Bocicty ? Tho habitual hamp Bhould

bo doprived of his ohild nn of his

liberty till ho learns to respect both. ? T)o wo hear

that tho dinoipline urged in cruel ? Lot us ro

niembcr, as Mr. Spcnrer sayB. that nature is often

a littlo cruel iu ordor (hat sha may bo vory kind.

Kindness doas not consist in tho universal distri-

bution of lollipops or in tho univorsal toleration of

evil. True regard for human good ia as for ro

movcd os tho poles asunder from mero sentiment,

vaguo,
timid, divorced from roaaon. Charaetor

is tho end of human lifo, and tko most morcifnl

treatment wo can moto out to men is that which

tends to build up
character.


