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I

THE FAILURE OP INTELLECT,

. Career of Friedrich Nietsache.

Tho career of Friedrich Noitzsch© af
I

fords a striking instance of human intel-

lect striving against its own limita-

tions and. finally, baffled and exhaus-
ted, lapsing into, stark insanity (soys

Professor Harry Thurston Peck, in the
"STcrap Book").

i

Nietzsche was born in Saxony in

1844, and received an exceptionally ri-

gorous and careful training at the Uni-
versities of Bonn and Leipsio. He
waa saturated with the literature of

Greece: and ho had, besides, studied
'

the Oriental philosophies, whose
strang-3 and subtle mysticism deeply
tinged hi» own imagination.

In modern philosophy ho was fasci-

nated hy tl» gloomy doctrines of Ar

. thur Schopenhauer, whose disciple ho at
first !become. His earliest essays de-

clare that man's willingness to uve is

?uito irrational, and that any desire

ac individual happiness is an evil.

There aro, ho says, jus^. three typos of

tho truly, virtuous man-tho saint, th©
philosopher, and the artist. These
three aro virtuous, because each has

put aside his individual self. The
saint lias conquered his will and

trampled out .tho animal within him

through asceticism. The philosopher
has reached the same end! by losing his

own personality in tho region of pure)

thought. Tho artist has don© the saine

through tho intenso striving after ar-

tistic perfection.

This was the beginning of Nietzsche^
remarkable series of philosophio works.

But such a man as ho could not long
romain tho' followor of another. He

possesses great natural talents, a bold
and vigorous intellect, a power of acute

reasoning^, and, finally, tho creative
imagination of a great artist. He had,

moreover, extraordinary literary gifts,
I

and he developed a -stylo that is uniauo
in the literature. of philosophy. Ner-

vous, vivid, full of fire, and of splen-

did vitality, it coruscated like a glow-

ing flume, and moulded his native lan-

guage, into movements that aro lyrical

in their boldness, and that have a

swing -and sweep which recalls the odes
of Pindar.

It is not strange that Nietzsche scion

eschewed tho asceticism, of 'Schopen-

hauer. His strong vitality of tempera-
ment led him into a sort of Paganism
which defied desire, enthroned the joya
of sense, and preached the diet ri no of

what he called ai
" Dionysiao pessim

ism," striving to make mon superior to

their surroundings, to civilisation, and
©von to mortality. Hore he brought
forward hts notion of Doa Ueber

ménsch, tho Over-Man.. Man at tho

present time, says' Niotzaoho, repre-
sent« an intermediate! stage of evolu-
tion. In the early days of tho world

he was » magnificent blondi beast,

roaming wantonly about in tearch or

viotory and prov. To-day he is weak
and sentimental, cowardly and degen-
erate ; but in tho future ho will attain
n. noble development such as will make
him a hera, almost a god, confronting
all things with strength and pride, and

a

all things with strength and pride, and

scorn, and attaining & moral mastery
oFlhom «ll.

As Nietzsche wont on in still bolder

flights ho raged over the whole field; o?

ethical speculation, flashing his mind
into overy dark corner of morfbad

thought, and dragging to light stray
fragments of almost evory doctrine.

By turns ho was pessimist, optimist,
scoptio. and individualist, straining his
intellect to comprehend and to explain
the- mysteriös of human lifo, yet be*
coming moro and moro involved, in

boundless contradictions. In foot,
j

he paid tho penalty which anyone must

poy who seeks to go beyond tho lim-
I

its that have been set to th© power,
of the human mind. His insistent

reason beat furiously ngninst the bars
that hemmed it in, and it finally re-

coiled from them with an impotent
sense of failure. Strange and fright-

ful imaginings gloomed upon his fancy.
Against thom he fought through sleep-

'

less nights, while his frame shook with

spasms of nervous fear.

In tho end it was clearly seen that
his brilliant intellect had been shaken

to its foundations. After 1879, tor-

tured by insomnia, ho becamo unfitted
for tho duties of fifo, and rcsi(£ned tho

chair which ho had held in tho Uni-
versity of Balo.

'

He still wrote on',

but whnt ho wrote was little moro

than disconnected raving. Finally, ho

wns ocns'gnod to an asylum for tho

insane, whore he died-in 1900.-"Pub-
lic Opinion."_


