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GERMANY'S SUPERMAN AND

OURS.

'

By AXTl-KULTUR.

Wa bave heard a firent deni during the

first-few month.« of the svnr about German

ktiltur." We have been shocked at its

manifestations. Wo bave compared it,

much to its disadvantage, with our own

idens of "culture"-ti totally different

thing. Bul it docs not seem to have dawned

upon anybody, except those who ure ac-

quainted with Hie works of the Herman

metaphysicians, that the.(!crnian "ktiltur,''

:S expressed by the most modern of these

philosophers, is a very strange, and, to the

Christian ininti, n very terrible and blnsphc

rnous, conception; a conception, however,

with a definite, and, in some respects, even

a rational, basis. True it is "that the first

organic expression of the "kultur," or

tom of ethics of Prussia, was the intel-

lectual child' of the philosopher who died,

raving, in it lunatic asylum.' Still, Frederick

Nietzsche merely preached in deadly earnest

what many normal men believe in a half-

hearted fashion. His view was that there

were two systems of ethics, one for the

weak, one for the strong; one for the slave,

one" fur the master, the superman, the "mag-
nificent blond beusl." svitbout ruth and

without hypocrisy. The ethics of the slave

wert; those taught bv Jesus of Galilee in

'Blessed are the meek. Milk foi babes!

humility and resignation were the mere

resort» ol' the lit-alen and cunning slave.

The blond _i]>eriñuñ- eine will observe thut

he is blond,,or Tuutonie-was to be above

the petty subterfuge of pretending to kiss

the rod which »mute hitit. In fact, he was

to be the smiter. Nothing must sland in his

path, nor cringing ilave-imin, nor woman,

r bnbe: Soft words were not for him, nor

love, nor reverence for the great mystery
of being, for lie was to be greater than the

great mystery, the captain of his own

mighty, foin less soul-and of the souls of all

ker ci cut unes. It is a beautiful,picture,

is it not? ^Jcnutiful or ugly, it is a picture

limned for the . Germans by the inspired

idol, Frederick Nietzsche, and it is a
pic-,'

tutu still admired by the uninspired per-
sons who. unfortunately, wield the power in

German affairs.
"

'

With Nietzsche's contempt for the meek
one cannot (piarrel whole-heartedly. The

meek mun is not the mun who does the

work of the world. Meekness in man is

not a fascinating quality. Yet the

strongest man, if he be a thinker, lins some

strain of meekness in him. He, accepts
the sorry business of human life .with
battle, with amusement, with interest, bul

"tillie back of his mind always .with that
resignation'and' humility which .recognises

the possible futility of all human effort, and

even'o( the great mart-lies of the universe.

It is only the fool or the half-wise who

sneers at resignation, and who despises the

best of women and all children /because
they are 'meek. Children are the most

beautiful things, perhaps, in human life,

and it is their very gentleness and helpless-

ness which make Hiern sp. Women al

their best combine .strength with tender-

have a deal of the child

ness, they have a great deal of the child

left in them, for they are the first and most

important teachers of the child-the gates

and guardians of the future of the race.

What does Nietzsche say of them, "You go

to women, forget not your whip!" One

begins to understand the atrocities in Bel-

gium. .Schopenhauer, in his essay on

women, cannot understand the "insipid

veneration lor women, which has become

the choicest blossom of Germano-Christian
stupidity." In venerating women men

venerate Hie luce itself, for «hat the race

is that woman makes it. The very in-

tellectual traits upon which man - prides

himself are inherited, Schopenhauer him-

self declures. from *his mother. But

Schopenhauer's essay on women, from
which later the youthful degenerate Wein
inger drevv'his inspiration,' and Nietzsche's

remark in "also spiach
'

Zarathuslra,"

quoted above, lUlovv us a glimpse into the
vTerman idea of her, -Many brutal and 511

iiifonncd minds in all countries hold the

same idea/ilnlt ¡tis left to the Germans to

translate' ":_."' concept
in\o

a working
llieorj'-

i
. .

We see now why-all «he world <is in arms

against Germany. Jt is because the leaders

of the Geruian nation, swollen "With megalo-
mania, regard the Teutonic stock as the
cradle of the all-conquering superman. The
other races have their ideas of superman
and these ideus are diametrically opposed
to those of the German philosophers.
JJumltnity bates the German superman.
Our superman should be, if stronger than
ourselves, something more than n large,

hairy-chested burglar, Ulled with ecorn and

contempt for the weak and helpless, and
justifying liis

outrages by the Niezschean
If cry inat might is light. Our superman,

as" he is
stronger than mere man, will be

more just, more merciful, with moro' of

pity in him than contempt, and the will to
build lather than lo destroy, and to save

rather than to kill.


