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Friedruh  Nietzuhe,
Thd- Spake  Zarathustra,”
exalts  an  imaginary  being,
called by him  the Tsuper
fman,”  whose  outstanding,
characierste v an insatable
amd  domatalble “wrll o
[power.”  This heing—he wan
| sarcely be valled a “human'™
being 15 a  ruthless  cgo-
[ manis, whowe obpet v 10
sbdue the world 0 himseli.
regardless of any onsidera-
[tons  of  what  Nictzswhe
«cornfully described as “slave-
morality” —a curt way of sum
magsing Chrnstian ethics.  Ace
| cording to Nietzsche, the right
to rule 15 grounded in the
“will to power” and nothing
clie. Nowhere else is the doc-
trine that “might is right” so
haldly and holdlv  stated.
Nietzsche's bwography, how-
ever, reveals lom as a2 man
who failed in nearly every.
|{hin_q that he undertook,
quarrelled violently with all
his Friends, and ended in the
{ black lhpﬁ of insanmity.  His/
“Soperman” s perhapy the
| vivid delincation of the kind
of person Nictzsche himself]
l'nuﬁ have liked 10 he, bt
was not, To Chnstians and
homanitarians, wham
| Nietzache hated and despised.
the “Supermgn” appears a
 monster. He s assuredly non-
imoral, in  the sen<e that he
'stands  “RBeyond Good  and
LEvil,” 1o quote the title of an-
other ol Mietzache's works
Yet o would be unfair 10
| charge Nietzsche with Prus-
smnism, militansm  or  anti-
| Semitism, He was birth a
| Saxon and by outlonk a2 cosmo-
| politan; much of his life was
jspent  in Switzerland  and
'h‘l!r. Wih the otalitanan
ISuIt and the ideals of w0
called © “"Nanonal Socialism,"”

[ he had nn thy whatever.
If ever there was what the
Americans decrrihe ac a
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I oever (mere was whal
Americans  describe as
[ rugged individualist,” 1 was |
| Nirtzsche Nictzsche was 2
poct and prophet, in whose
exalted and often confused
rhetoric one may discern many|
{brilliant insights, mingied with
jmuch that s madly wrong |
Wayward and inconsistent he|
assuredly was, and wicked he'
|may have heen. hut no one |
ran deny that he had more
than a spark of grnius. In
his concept of the “Super
man,” Nietzsche reminds ws
of the saying of Ceethe that
"He who is steadiast in will
| moulds the world 1o himself.”
| All great  biography reveals
[ the ternfic power of the con
|centrated human will. Wil
| mnd skill. united. can work
'miracles. This is truc, not
| merely in the feld of military
ind material achevement. but
in the moral and spiritual
realm as well. Nietzsche 15
right i thinking that the vast
| majority of men and women|
farl 1o discover, much lew 10
|l:ph|il. thewr inner  possibili-

ties. Ignobly comtent 10 ac-

the
w

standards of conventional me
diocnity, they fool away the
hidden resources which mighi|
lift them to altogether new|
planes of life and achievement
There is in the full excrorse of|
human freedom a dynamic
power which wilts when free-
dom dies of inanition, as in so|
many people it secms to do |

The generality of critics re-|
pard Mietzsche as a kind of
Antichrist, for which, indeed,|
there is much superficial pusti-|
(hcanon.  Probably Mictzsche
wanted 1o be so regarded. Yer
Chrstians of all whools and
| sects agree in haitling Christ as)
Ithe “Superman.” Unquestion |
;;I:lh_r He iowers over the cen |
ruries 31 none oither does.  He,
(oo, had the “will io power.”|
Lo ¥ be hifted up from the'
earth, will draw all men unio
Me.”" "Heaven and ﬂﬂhl
| shall pass away. but My words,
shall not pass away.” But He,
found the way o power, not
n the wav of ruthless seli
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in the way of ruthless «elf
assertion, but in that of urter.
most sell-sacrifice. He mman
the croes inlo a throne.  From
the cross He reigns over an|
empire wider and more won.|
derful than ever was dreamed
of by Cacsars and Napoleons

Nor does His power arise Frmnr
dominating and  exploiting
%m the contrary. le
=xhibited an amazing fah in=l
the possibilities of the “vom

mon peaple” whom Nietz« he|
sn utterly contemned The,
constraind of His ‘im'r.- en-|
abled ordinary people 10
do mow extraordinary things.|
Mictzsche one declared:—'1

want comrades, but  living
ones, nof cor It was Ihri
cry of a lonely soul.  Christ

also wanted comrades and Hel

i made them oaut of humble and

despised folk, whom the grear
ones of the earth regarded as|
hardly better than corpses. He,

hred them with a "will to
pood,” whih proved also 4
“will o power,” snce  The

wark they did prosed maore|
durable  than  the  Empire

commodate themselves 1o the! | ®Bich sent them to the hona.
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