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A Revisited
IHAVE been re-reading

Nietzsche—not the whole

of his collected works,

but such books as I to

possess. You may consider
this an unprofitable occupation for

one's idle hours at a time when

one ought not to have any idle

hours; but I think differently.

During the Four Years' War (I

mean the 1914-1918 affair, the
overture to tbe present symphony)
everybody read about Nietzsche,
and almost everybody who wrote at

all wrote about him. He was sud

denly discovered to be an im

mensely significant figure. Some

body spoke of "the Euro-Nietz

schean War," because it was sup
posed that be was the inspirer of

tbe German people, that it was biE

ideas which had poisoned their

minds, and that it was for his con

ception of life that Germany was

fighting. And a> there gradually
grew up in the popular mind a

Nietzsche legend; and many people
who had never read a line of bis

writing spoke of him familiarly as

if they knew all about him.

What was this legendary
Nietzsche like? Briefly, be was a

German professor of something or

other who died hi a lunatic asylum,
and who while was still at

"ELZIVIR"

wrote a number of mad hnftlrs In
tbese books be raved about a being
whom be called the super-man.
Of the super-man tbe best-known

fact was that he was a "blonde
beast." He was so superior to or

dinary humanity that it was his

right, and his duty, to trample en

everybody who was not a super
man. He was tbe embodiment of

the "will to be powerful," which is

ttie supreme human motive. He

was an entirely pitiless person, pity
being a Christian virtue, and tbe

Christian morality being only fit

for slaves and weaklings. "One
wmniMiiiiiimt give I unto you: he

bard." says Nietzsche's mouthpiece,
Zarathustra ... In a word, when
tbe Germans committed any par

ticularly hateful atrocity, we be

lieved they were doing .as Nietzsche

had taught them to do. They
were behaving like Nietnscbean

super-men.

? ? ? ?

He-reading Nietzsche today, I can

see much that is rather loathsome

in him, and much that is silly; but
I can also see much that is wise,

and some things that only a man

of genius could have written. I

can see that the legendary figure

we used to write about was not,
after ail. very like the real man. I

can see, moreover, that whatever

else he was. he was a consummate
master of words; and I find it im

possible to believe that mastery of

words was ever given to a stupid
person. If this were tbe time and

the place, I could set before you a

number of of his which

set you a

number of aphorisms of his which

could only have come from a poet
philosopher of a bign order. But

my present point is that we have

misunderstood him if we have
taken him as the apostle of modem

German ideas. He was not that sort

of person at all.

Tbe truth is that Nietzsche had

the greatest contempt for modern

Germany; that is, for tbe new spirit
which he saw growing up in the

Fatherland after the Franco-Prus
sian war. That contempt deepend
into hatred; and that hatred be

came so intense, so overpowering,
that his mind, never very well bal

anced, gave way. Tbe new Ger

many drove him mad.

When he was young, he was an

ardent follower of Schopenhauer,
and of Wagner, who turned Scho

penhauer's philosophy into music.

But when he saw clearly what that

philosophy implied, he quarrelled
with Wagner Srst. and iater wrote

a vigorous attack on Schopenhauer.
I am afraid it is not possible to

put the facts in a nutshell with
out distorting them; but I must

try. At the core of Schopenhauer's
philosophy is a denial of the value

of individuality. The individual,
the separate human being, is noth

ing: he is merely a puppet by
means of which Nature preserves
the species and hands on the Ideas
which the Universe, with infinite
labor, has brought into being. Our

duty is to foster a state of mind in

which an cense of mdmdaaittr to
lost. Hie Ideal man. the saint is

be who loses himself in tbe totality
of things, and who relentlessly
stifles ail the 't** ttwtf co to

tbe making of the tadividual life

-Suppress the Ego" aught have

been this pbjkoophr'e slogan
(Wagners ~Paistfar was, accord-

,

ing to Nietacfae. merely Sehopen-
,

baner*s ihwijine of tbe saint Jo

dramatic form.)

? ? ? ?

All this ran dean counter to
<

everything that was deepest in
Nietzsche's nnad. Not

the Ego," but -Assert the Ego.*1 was
<

his supreme comma TXirwnt. AD

growth and progress of tbe race

had been due, and cock! aJone be
due, to individuals. '-Due to be a

Daniel, dare to stand alone," says
tbe old hymn—perhaps the only
hymn that Nietzsche would ban

applauded
Rightly or wrongly he connected

with tbe popularity of ?Wwf?i-
:

hauer's philosophy t*?^
new tiI" ir

which be saw emerging among bit
fellow - countrymen; and be

gnashed bis teeth at tt. He mm.
and denounced, a giuwiua ?erri
lity. docility. imiIaOTODS. uni
formity of character, tbe gradual
weakening of a sense of indrridua]
responsibility, a failure of courage
to stand on one's own feet and defy
tbe crowd for tbe sake of what
one saw to be true. He drew at
tention to the fact that tne period
was becoming more, and more

sterile in great men. Tbe in
dividual lott HimyW in tbe mass.

,

did what be was told, shed aO

in tbe mass.

did what be was told, shed aO
,

sense of personal f—fluimMHtr.
and mistook this irresponsibility
for freedom. ]
Looking for tbe causes of the

decay of tbe national character,
,

be found the chief cause in tbe

education system. Ho one dared
,

stand up against a powerful pobbe
.

opinion sod tbe accepted stan-
.

dards of value; those standards
'.

of value were established by
,

the education system, which taught
.

that the individual was nothing
and the Sate everything; and;'
which produced men serviceable

to the State, but. in themselves,
mere machines.

This was. to Niettcbe, utterly

bad and hateful. Anything that
thrust the mdiTidnal into a secon

dary position, and that prevented
him from growing to bis fu?
stature as a man- anything that
trained the individual to be an in

strument, and that cared for bis.
welfare only in so far as it was:

necessary to mf^* him an efficient

instrument, was hostile to true

education, and mast, in tbe end,
be hostile to the State itself.

Against all this he preached a

different standard of value, and a

very different system of education,
a system which would develop a

sense of individual initiative a

sense of responsibility for one's

own life, a readiness to stand
alone <This was what he meant ;
by his frequent command to "five

dangerously") A. svst?r which
meant the dominance of the State
and the maiming of the indrridoal

would, in the end, a

M OMSOtry. Bk PROBEcy IMS OHBe

THe aim of poetical rtrtw fc to
*e?w a lost Wuee between tbe
?**? of fie todMOnl audtfae
ditorf tbe society fa which the
taxHrid??l bas to play Us nut. Sa>

press (be claims of aodetr. and ynu
?et a nation ?* enfcts, of aeU-aeek
?. which fa tfc hoar oftectfac
?l?tee??aHtr ?? Am aeteea

nation wheat amber* an ready

tty*. for th^Sootry &, tfac

other band, ?luaaiai tbe dawv of

tteta^vU_ttdm cet tte

cbancter.

Mietacbe k tbe Oerr i?^h or

bis teaebfag k at no parOcalar ??

to people ?j the Britbh alack. Tto
preacb (adlvMaal??i to pwnk Hav
us b to teteceoalc to keweacde:
?* "*^c too iumXt of It isi oar Wnod

He over-eatpbadaed tte ibte on
wUcb we bave lons ptaced too

nocfa eau*ia?s.
On Oie oQier *?-~< be was ?*?

pronbet needed b/ Oenwnr. U
tbe Germans bad taken to bean

his central doctriw hiilfd ?
coneeuuattna. as tbey did, on fafc.

insane tjar^atsan of rpOdeameat
and IntatitT —tbef aitftit taawe
become a lea. doefie people, a little

les readf to swaOov sfaatner
Hitler ordered them to swallow.

It mar be rented that they wand



SebttDC aaaebtoe: and that is pros-1

aMy?roe—in (toe short na. awt not)
in tbe long run In tbe long ran.;
tbe ptttU?t of a nation <*p?—?w

on the rh?r?rtrrt of the mdmdntiii
fiaiiiwlug it. Its stnngtti. even as

i

a flghting iiwi liliw. ftwtrt, to tbe;
end fnan tbe stzenatb. t^tonw^.

i

valor and seU-renanoe of tbe;

aeparate men and women fa It.

Let os be fast to Ous German*
teaeber. Gennanr wi? po down.'
as be ldrea?a-. becaaas a false pfaflo-,

soptiy bas passooed tbe springs
of the national cbaracter' a pbOo

wphy agatoat wbkfc be ttiondered
finstZMBWS to vtm.


