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NIETZSCHE AND RELIGION.

"If anyone is feeling
spiritualty droway,

said the Rev. G. K. Hale at the
Umta-

<*>

rian Christian Church last Sunday even-<*>

-ie be one of Uiose individuals ]

?.vj^m Niet7sc.iie sal irises, he ariU buckle
his Christian armor ?.?"? nealaang

that t.ne siipremacj' of Christ in the Wes
tern worUl is far from being an Accom

plished fact." Ft might be an ugly
jbiujrhi. con-.iuued true preacher. but
tin-re aas a larje i?<>dy of silent opinion
w-hk>.i ?=iii>rti>orled Sietzpciie's -cavairy at

u-k on mist that we liad come to re

vere in il."to>r-!ianit.y as bouxwab
I.^.1

.^. kwe.y,
and tnie.. Cluistianity to Nietzsche -a-aa

"lite one inimor^a.l Vietniflh on mankind.*"

Tiie m<Mi?n <i?ri6Uan "?aq>hjTaated''
.liim. Tliis was hecause Chrt*?tlanitj- bad

sided "*ith the acak. and was ;>re-emj

jiemly a religion of pity. F*>r rea.M>tw that

ate not. quite clear he refrained from
hurling his :>itu?r invectives at .lesus, and

resened them for Paul, although it wan

from JesJS rather than from Paul that

tJis eiiroitation t? be pitiful came. Tiie
explanation of this terrible onslaught lay
partly in the fact tliat Kietzschc was of
a neurotic temperament, which £naUy

,

led to insanity. His life was characte-
'

ri:?ed by increasing looelineea. Be fared
tint te-v I'rii'iids. and *as twice rejected

;

in lii- pr^Awals for marriage. Bnt even

j

had his life been normal as regards health
and cumpanionsbi?, his attack t*>on Chr'd-

?

tianity was inevitable in view of what,
lie helieved \?Ufrht to be the future of man-

.

kind. For be *"as the brilliant, ardent
j

rtpiMpiiieD of the Superman. "I teach yon
|

the Superman," Je said. "Man is some-

j

thing to be surpassed. The Superman is
]

the meaning of the earth."" He thought
of a race of beings who should surpass

anything that had hitherto been attained,
lieiujs who would rise above the pettiness,
the ""bovine" natijoialism of his day.

He, however, vitiated h*> argument for
the Superman by bis belief in tbe Sver
la&ting Hetum. and by his vigorous de
nial of the possibility of free-*£l in man.

How could we "wii!" tie Superman
unless our wills -irere Creel' Nietasebe
cjatradictod himself in many ways. But
in ?o far as his Superman idea was con

sistent it had features that were dis
tinctly anti<7hris!ian. His Superman
aould soorn the weak under-man, and ad
vance at his espense. To a woman in

dflk>ate health,^ Sietasche once said,

"Madam, if wihat I publish is trne a

woman like you -coald have no right to

Jive!" This surely aas eueeuMS iv a very
unattractive form. The Christian Stiper

niau,' on the other hand, wvcld,-advance
on'y in so far as he lifted toe fallen

and ??trengt3iencd the weak. Bis supe

riority jnould consist in hie willingness to
stoon and to ?aye. And that was the
giory of Christianit)', not its shame. But
the centra.! idea of the Superman was one

that all ehooid cherish. Christianity
osuld remain tbe religion of pity and still

appreciate the dignity of Xietasche'e sum

raonei '"Oh, my bretaren, I consecrate you
and point, you 3x> a new nobility. Let
it not be your honor henceforth waence

ye came bnt thither ye go. Xot back
ward shall your nobHity caze. but out

ward. Exuos shall ye be from ail father

lands and fJie-latberlands. Tour chil
dren's Hand shall ye Jove. Let thin love
be your new nobility—de undiscovered in
the remotest seas. For it do I bid yonr
sails search and search.*'


