LITERATURE

THE GOSPEL OF SUPER-
HUMANITY,

—

NIETZSCHE'S PREDECES-
SOR. -

Lord Acton, who, as berame s patrician,
had 2 poer opinion of T, H. Buckle's “His
tory of Chvilisation,” complained of the his-|
torian’s disregard of Arthur de Gobinean .
*The Tnequalities of Human Races,” o
which the first edition appearsd in tie
filtiea of dant eentury, and of wmch Mr.
William Heineminn has givem us 1 new
edition, with an introduction by Dr. Oscar
Livy. Buoekle, it will be remembered, as-
pumed human character, and therefore
human action, to be sabject to definite, un-
varving lrws which by a stodv of environ-
menl may be sacertained. s evervthing
which rondwces to cheracter or action mnw:
proceed from within or withoot the mind,
Bockle sot himseli to consider whether the
primary cause is to be Jooked for in the

mphere of mental or phymical lawa He
sheerved that unlems the natural conditions

to wndertike and prosscote the conquest of
Natore; the balumce inel:hdn}u_wu.
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have oceurred to Gobinesn. But there is
an alierpative theory muoch favored by
thom who pin their faith to “blood.™ Tt
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quired that vou shenld do what we desire.
and aliow us o nda roughshod aver sou,
seize vour lerritorien and #Wealth, massacra
vour males, viniate your females, and e
piave vou all. We do nod require that
vou ghould think us supermen, but we in-
mist on your acting as though we were.
Hence the present war, which i the out-
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Hence the present war, which is the out-
come of primeiples vebemently advocated by
de Gotmeary, an aftcrwards by Nietrscie.
Save D, Lavy:—

Golnean was o very remarkahie thinker,
a man of dariog snd onginal mind, whe,
amolutely untimched by all the democratic
| influencea of the nineteenth o rv, cla-
borsted views which wers clearly ont of
harmony with the thought of his own age.
He believed in binod, in race.  He recom:
mended the virtues of the aristocracy quite
an much o ever Dherasly dul in his novels,
arvl he propliemied a muserable futnre  for

humanity precisely Tecause ila oliler  and
more genuine gristocratic stocks bad dwin
died and dimppeared, and had Jost  their
| ¥irtue owng to sscvesstve adulteration of
the original Blood.

Gobineau's theory of national decedence
was in complete contrgdiction to Buckle's.
The uninemdliness of natere m vertamn
spota on the earth's murface, be beld, had
nothing ta do with the progress or de
generation of peoples.  Nor would be eon-
vede any wreater offect to other caumes,
such, for example, as irreligign, immorahty,
lnxunous living, or magovernment: —

Christianity can @o more save a race than
it an create & race, for by teaching Lhe
squnlity of al! men it actoslly belpa in the
watering down of ancient :mbiiﬂr on
which degenemation depends. [ a natiom

downhill there is only one reason. It

s thet its blood—the race itneM—in de-
teriorating, and it is deteriorating just io
proportion as it s mized with other ele-
mente, Now, there has only heen ona mace
which, because it an elament of
order and a certain rontrolled and healthy
i ination, lmz been able to create a
r.-iﬁii-lian——th! A TAcCE. & ng
| that the world produced nothing but
| Arynns, humanity would beve been more
| of Jean perfret, ot all events eminently cap-
able of perfection. But as we know there

mave besn other races himides—the black

races, the vellow' races—and these alwaia

| and everywhere hmve been adulterating the

pure white blood,

The pellow and black races may have
bensfited by such mingling with the
Aryan blood, bui the mingling has at-
tepuated the virtnes of that blood and
filled the world with balicastea, men
woid of courage, inventiveneas, or strength,
It i & feature of (obinesu's theory that
ha offers no suggestion how the disaster
can be averted, Bhdlthnhuiurnrl
keep their blnod pure? Then they fre
confrnted with the evils of inbreeding
and & deterjoration of the stock. The
principle by waich races are benefited
it an warlier stage sccounts for their
decline at a later:—

If a society is to be developed it cam

be i ting other and alien
lhﬂn‘h hh:it:l.ww'_m membera, Now,
this very process of tion brings

i
witht it & tendency o decline, for socie-

placed
| modern
:lnl_-h-ul

this very prooess of | 110N DTIngs
with it a tendency fo dﬂilnr. for Bocis-
ties, having wn to be telerant and
incinaive, liy lose the purity of
their onginal blood. Thus the Homsn
blood was succesmively watered down, just
becsuse it gathered s0 many races mto
its comprehensivée Empire. And the pame
thing holds true of the Greek natiomality

gi some of the tribes of the Indiam

neuls, The tendency to expansion,

apd ;t“"imu i“h-ﬂpmm - m:‘u':i
e on

canmot d . That te the fatm]l and

inescapable circle within which humanity

ia ;

It is here that the German philosophers
part company with Gobinesu. Hin teach.
ings are cordially accepted up to a cer-
tain poimt. They beleve with Lim im the
mving qualitioy of a racial aristocracy,
but they bold that sas long a= Prussia re-
maiss & breedinggreund for supermen the
world will never be ot a Joss for its
nﬂ-!h,

He rejoiced to think that in
Ewrope they should have -]h-
Latin civilimtion. For “the

, however, it ia to be
o bad Xirtzssche's contempl.
But it was quite sufficient, Dr. Livy re
minds uws, that Gobineau should have held
imion he did about the sarly Teu-
tonic stock—mfficient, that is, for the
renegede Englishman Houston Chamber.
lain to rear upom it hia superstrocture of
Tewrtonic greatnes: —

Seteal

Chamberlzin’s “Foundations of the
Ninstsanth IM'ﬂllt'lll';"' . bore I'l-hﬂ im-
. L
e e T i
breadta of the land to all the
aniversities. The mlvation of mankin

dependa om the purity of blood—so mucly

was accepted as & starting-point. But the
the lirge assumption h-dl.ro e made tha
pthe Germsn blood was purer than any
other,  Aed thae the Teuton standa  be-
tape us am a ‘ull-bloan representative of all

Loe mst valuaple elements 1n aomanity.
Ta leabinean, as ta Nietzacie, the qualis
tire of vace pride, egot.m, disdan  of
otivers, and ruthlesspess, conbrasted witd
the wirtwea of coarity, mercy,  humlite.
ane] uneelfizanesa were “an sunlight wunto
moaonl @it and as water untn wine.,”  And
as witly Nietrsoche, the Christian code was
only tt for slaves, a defenmive armor worn
'h_r the conquered ta secare  conssdieration
by the conquaror, These mazims, 11 ‘A
o e haped, wall he remembered ahien toe
Allies enier Lrerman territory.  Whether

they wili s preached with the same energy
SR S Y g i
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they wili b preached with the same energy
hy the German  [leadera 18 apotior mat-
ter. Yiohinean, 1t shonid be added, xan
drawn {0 11¢ Benasdance as: Daving heen
tam last despairing offors ol Maganiem Vo
defeat Carstinnity: amd n his work  on
150 subject he quotes with aproval e
pasmege in A hich Pope Alexander VI de-
i formds hiz s, aesar Rorga, to e fatter's
stuter, Laucrera, abose Thusiand  Ceesar
Bad strangled:—

“TnoxYhat for that %imd of  persens
|W'"-u|h Fate summane ta dominate otiers,
[the ordimary rules of life are  reversed.
'and duty beeomes qoite different. s
Now the great Jaw of tiis world im oot to
do thin or that, to aveid one thing and run
‘afier anotier. It ‘s to live. to enlarge,
land develon ome’'s most active and lo'ty
|l'[ﬁl!5iﬂ in such a wav that from  any
|mpliere we can always hew ourselves out
'a way to one that ie wider, nobier, mors
{elevated. Walk mtraigit on. Do anly
|1r‘é...t pleases vou, and only da it 1f it Iike-
|xise serves you, Leave to the amall minds,
|the rahble or onderlings, all slackne= and

=

| scruple.




