THE PHILOSOPHY OF FORCE

Tn Englapd, as well as Germany and
other countries, there are Nietzscheans,
and soms of them resent Mr. Thomas
Hardy's identifieation of toe overbeanng
spivit of Prusaian mibtanem with the
philosophy of the superman. Undeniab'y,
the uebermenmsch was to be the prodoct

! brained, wstroog-bodicd, eoulless
holdipg—withoot sentymenta.
inferior ereatures in subjection. The Eng-
lish  Nieczache hated, but as a
partly, perbaps, of & Polish strain in
iis biowd, he held the Germans in almost
equal eontempt, It waa tbe historian
Aeinrich von Treitsenke, a S4xon renegoade,
woking to the Hohenzolerms as the power
destined te  consolidate the German
natiouality with hiood and irom and  ex-
tend ite dominions far and wide, who dis
| poversd in the Pressian the ready-made
euperman fited by ks virile quaiities to
riile tai- world, \ fanatrcal Aoglophobe,
| Treitzchke spesred at the “unwarlike
Vislandors”T a2 seibsh,  momey-lovis
inution ol scbopkeepers, woo  ziorined
|m.ui1mnt: allowed the ‘gnorunt to govern
::.‘m- wise, and were generally disqualifizd
for the econtinmed enjoyment of their un-
drserved good fortame. ~The State,” ac-
vording to his docteias,” de the trapsmitter
i of all cwture, and therefors evtitied ta
‘elaim all the powers of the jnd vidual for
litself.” Om tiis theory be joined goe
| imsup between Prussian oligarchy, discip-
| line and compulsion on the ane hand and
| the free demncracy of Oraat Botain on
"the =sther.  Trotteeule  deabtles
| piied rhe mamration for the repressive and
| despotic policy of Bismarck wnich oes
gone to eeed in the snguinary exiravi-
gances of Wilhelm 11, bat bis teachioe

Lk

"1e sihstantialiv that of Nietreche a prv
froen! apm,asaiton. Riotwvaam the Two the
sont of eontart F= thor apotpeess of
foroe ae the pripcipal mmans o human
pregreses,  MSietrsohe, whoo ended hoseameer
moa Iomatie asvium, was a perotle, wne
Baatneed  person, moh sometlyng o7 toe
invalid’'s umqualified  admiration of
amimal lewinh, strongth, amd  azaressioe
nesa: bt Mr. Hardv s might in holidingz
that his omsmritoal philosophy has witen
deenty mto toe modein German mond ansd
;u--r\rurt--,l the muonal smbitiom inme Lhe
fatal path of matemiannsm and winene,
Completely Netze ean m their aims aml
excnses have been the German  diplomacy
and military metiods in the present world-

T

National Library of Australia

! of a regulated evoiution. Nictzeche was 4 |
eugenist of sorts, whose ideal was a big-
tyrant, |
setuple—all |

re=ult |
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and military metiods in the :-r--r-nt wor -1-
“The slave morala of Chr=tianity,
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srisis.
ae Nietésche caded the Bermon on Toe
Mount, elarm a tender considerazion for

rne weak and defeniclme.  But under the
svstem of Machi-pabtik adonted by the
Prossian Junkera what rignt had a petty
State like Belzium to deny the road 0 1

| mghty Power advancing on ite foe
the easiest way? Treatics of new-
trality and (lagne Conventions, 'm-
pesing  on  lrermany  the obligation

not to commit a trespass, on Beizom the
duty to reeizt aggresson, and on England
the responsisiily of supperung that ress
tance, were mereiv “acraps of plpﬂH" ia
be reprdiated (he very moment they ceassd
ta e convenient. Natwnal homnor, 28
Bethmann-Holiweg pieaded in the Reiehs
stag, musl o sacondinated  fe military
necesaity.  According to 4 svstem of ctheey
whirh, as her rulers hold, does mat hind
Lie poweriul, Germuny acknowledges that
the i2 doing wrong; but, then, contrs ta
with equals and obligatioms ta inferiors
must stapd aside when tha pead amses—
af whirh she is the sole Jndge—ta hack her
way through to the beart of another State.
In 'Tis contempt for internationai agree
menta Wilbelm 1], merely Sollows the ox- !
ample of lis ancestor, Frederick the Great,
who, a= Trettscike teils om, “was all s
life charged with treachery, bevaupse no
treaty or aliance could ever induce him to
renounce the right of frec self-determina-
tiom.” In ather worda, while a political
system on toe limes of Treitscnke mbs the
subject of individual liberiy, ft confers on
Lie sovercizn an unlmited franchise of |

force and frand. Wilhelm I1. nsed this |
privilege when on July 31 his Minister at |
Brussels promised respect for Belgian neun-

trality, and on Avogust 2 anpounced ita

intended violation, He uwsed it again

when havieg imficted a -

icsmed wrong om the Belgian people, he

rommanded his  generaly to m’lmn;-_ nJII
prnm by making examples of sach
“frightfu'ness” tha: the whole population

would te terrified and stunnel. This was |
fquite in the vein of ths potorioos apeech |

im which the Kaiser adjured his Christian | l
soldizrs in China to emulate the Huns. |

And regardless of tie provisims of ﬂ:wI
Hagmur Convention, to whichi Germany at-

tachod her worthiess signature, the com- |
mands of the mnew Attila have been |
thoroughly obeved. A plundered and |
ravaged Pelgium, which has lost  every- |
thicg but bonor, hvart, and hope, bears |
witness to the umscrupulous thoroughness |
of German methods.
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of German methods, i

It is thus that, in Tre'tschke's words, the |
Gierman State transmits ita “cultar=" to |
“barbariane.” Culiore, by jts Tentonic
misuse, is becoming a term of derision 4nd|
rontempt, “The Kuoltur” is no ojuivalent |
for that brond effect of a2 truly Ilbrral!
rducation which yields ths “mvertpess and
light” enmmenled to Engli=h P.ii tines by
iﬂlt!hn Arrold. [t is the cult of the
|mailed fist, the booted heel, the Krupp
|gul'|. the imeembiary torch. Tt 12 a Philis
[timiem of the erudest violeoes, and s
trophies are the roins of Rheima amd
Lovwsin,  Even Nio:zeehe, with all by
devotion ta the religiom of bruts foree,
wight have =tond appalled at the practical
congnen &8 of his doctrine. The old and
admirable Germany of Goethe and Beet'-
joven would mot recogni-e itadenased and
degenerate sucte-mor. According to Prin-
!~.-ip.u1 Sir James Donaldson, of Si
Andrews University, (he Germans must
thank the Prossjan dommation for the
pverthrew of all their noblest ideals. The
Prussian magn ites, or Junkers, wha are at
the hottom of the whole military system,
arp nat the [riepds, but the enemies of cul-
ture. Prussia berseli can boast of hard y
one great mame in literatore, philosophy,
rr sciemee. FEven  her universities  are
abject institations, enslaved and degrmlnld
by the bureancratic caste. The lib.orit on
‘of Eanrope will doulitless include that of
|the people of Germany jtaclf, but the price
| must be paid—and it will be heavy- fir
the attempt to bring the whoie world
inder the svil =peil of the Kaisec's “ac
mrscd Eysiem,”




