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GENIUS AXD MARRIAGE
. ————1
To the Editor.

Sir—I ree by “Georpe Wirringion's™ let-
ter that Miss Mary Tayvlor, gronddanghter
of the wile of John Stuart Mill, has been
|1'iuliml.iuc tle meomory of her grand.nother
against the asper=wns east by the “kddin
burgh Heview” on ber fitness to be the
wife of such 2 geniue. At the same tim:
Miss Tavior has repudiated the reviewer's
suggestion that enltivated woinen are hind-
raunces matber Lhan aids to clever men, wim,
Imoulin:r. to the same auihority, are betier
mated with foels, Ls it pot Lrue, Loweyer,
that, as “George Warrington” puts it, “th:
sensilivencss that gous with menius maken
its possessors More exacting in their marityg
atfairs?”  Friedrich Nietzsche, the greates,
| man of the age, has sud, “Before nrriags
' the question should be put, *Will you con-
tinue to o satistied with this woman's con
|versation until nid age!’ hverything elme
in marriage is transitorv. The future ideal
marriage in which the wife will be & com-
| panion amid friend in the hirhest sense will
probably necessitite the simullaneous in-
stitotion of comrubinage.” 1 eould guote
many pages of other authorities to show
that men of genius, whether of letiers,
scwnce, art. or men of action. are ill ad-
vised to marry without being absolulely
jositive that the women of their choice
will be ideal wives. Kitchener, Amundsen
|(the South Pole discoverer). as men of
lne‘l.la'n H. D. Thoreaa, F. Nietzeche, =22

{men as opposite as the poles,
hﬂwm‘rr in thought), smd many others,
were, or are, bachelors. Yet men or

po=t= “learn in suffering what they teach
m um-r:." But for their unhappy marriages
would Nbakespeare have given ns his tra-
gedies and written of the Dark Lady of
the Somnets: Shelley have tmnd has
divine lines, “Written in dejection:” would
Dizkens have riven the world his immortal
works: or Brron or Lytton theirm?  The
| ronclusion a thinker comed o s thet men
of genius should preserve their ideals ~f
women and not sullv those ideals by the
intimacy of a worldly marriase. Not vet
lis the world Ape for the umion of the saper-
(man with_anvone less than the super-
woman. Zamathonstra for penerations yet
must remain an anchorite »ith his cerpent
lamd eagle for commanions. Meantime the
scienee of engemics languishes, and the
foolish. the weak, the sick. the degenerate,
nropagate their =pecies anchecked. Ta
[mants Kietzeche again. * As to whether the
free smirits will have wives, 1 believe that
geperally, like the =octh=aving birds of
antiquity, they will prefer to singly . -

I am, &c.
M) J. MACDONATLD.
Sonth-terrace, April 2, 1912,
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